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February 6, 1991
Memo to Spill File
829 West Chicago

On this date this office received a request for assistance
with gasoline odors at the above address, from City Utilites
Gas Department. When we arrived the C.U. Gas Department and
Fire Department had started their investigation. We deter-
mined there was a #% L.E.L. in the manhole (wye map H-9,mh
14) in the alley behind the home. Testing in the structure
also indiated 6% L.E.L. reading in the bathroom and basement.
The bathroom was being remodeled and the drain to a lavatory

open where it was stubbed up from the basement. Both the
drain and water lines were stubbed off a few inches above the
floor. The basement area was checked and two possible areas
of vapor sources were noted. A branch on the cast iron pipe
had been abondened and the opening stuffed with plastic
sheeting. A second area near the vertical drop of the ex-
posed plumbing was purportedly test positive by the Gas

Department for explosive vapors although at the time of our
inspection none were detected. No observable breaks or open-
ing were observed in this location, so it may be a loss of
integrity in the lead joint compound. This home may be at
increased danger to explosive gases due to the gas furnace
and water heater being located in the basement. The basement
is very small, no more than 18 by 12 feet with the building
sewer directly overhead. The occupants alsoc included young
children.
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